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THEATER CURRICULUM 

UNIT ONE:  THE CREATIVE PROCESS (10 WEEKS) 

 

STANDARDS 

1.1.8.C.1 Analyze the structural components of plays and performances from a variety 

of Western and nonWestern theatrical traditions and from different historical eras 

1.1.8.C.2 Determine the effectiveness of various methods of vocal, physical, relaxation, 

and acting techniques used in actor training 

1.1.8.C.3 Differentiate among vocal rate, pitch, and volume, and explain how they affect 

articulation, meaning, and character 

1.1.8.C.4 Define the areas of responsibility (e.g., actor, director, producer, scenic, 

lighting, costume, stagehand, etc.) and necessary job skills of the front and back-of-

house members of a theatre company 

8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools 

8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a 
real world problem or theory 

8.1.8.A.4 Graph and calculate data with a spread sheet and present a summary of 
the results 

8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in professional public 
databases to find information to solve real world problems 

8.1.8.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital tools to collect and analyze data to 
find a solution and make an informed decision 

9.1.8.A.1   Apply critical thinking and problem solving strategies during structured 
learning experiences 

9.1.8.C.4   Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in 
online communities and structured learning experiences 

9.1.8.D.1  Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural 
context 

9.1.8.E.1   Create messages for different purposes and audiences with sensitivity to 
cultural, gender, and age diversity, using various digital media outlets 

9.1.8.F.2   Demonstrate a positive work ethic in various settings, including the 
classroom and during structured learning experiences 

NJSLS RL.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most 
strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 

NJSLS SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, 
in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, 
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
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NJSLS SL.8.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and 
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives 
(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation. 

NJSLS SL.8.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-
chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear 
pronunciation. 

NJSLS SL.8.5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify 
information, strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest. 

NJSLS L.8.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression 

1.1.12.C.2 Analyze the physical, emotional and social attributes of characters to make 

informed choices about character development  

1.1.12.C.3 Design a character’s make up and costume using information from the script 

and historical circumstances of the play 

1.1.12.C.3 Create a set design for a scene based on a script analysis 

1.1.12.C.3 Create moments in the scene using sound and light based on script analysis 

8.1.12.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools 

8.1.12.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a 

real world problem or theory 

8.1.12.A.4 Graph and calculate data with a spread sheet and present a summary of 

the results 

8.1.12.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in professional public 

databases to find information to solve real world problems 

8.1.12.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital tools to collect and analyze data to 

find a solution and make an informed decision 

9.1.12.A.1   Apply critical thinking and problem solving strategies during structured 

learning experiences 

9.1.12.C.4   Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in 

online communities and structured learning experiences 

9.1.12.D.1  Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural 

context 

9.1.12.E.1   Create messages for different purposes and audiences with sensitivity to 

cultural, gender, and age diversity, using various digital media outlets 

9.1.12.F.2   Demonstrate a positive work ethic in various settings, including the 

classroom and during structured learning experiences 
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NJSLS RNJSLS L.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant 

connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves 

matters uncertain. 

NJSLS RI.11-12.3. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain 
how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the 
course of the text. 

NJSLS RI.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in 
different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words 
in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

NJSLS W.11-12.NJSLS 9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 

analysis, reflection, and research 

NJSLS SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on 
grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

NJSLS SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or 

formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility 

and accuracy of each source.  

NJSLS SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence 
and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word 
choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 

NJSLS SL.11-12.4 Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, 

and logically. The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate 

to task, purpose, and audience 

NJSLS L.11-12.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words 

and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college 

and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 

knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 

expression. 

CRP1  Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee  

CRP2  Apply appropriate academic and technical skills  

CRP4  Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason  

CRP5  Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions  

CRP6  Demonstrate creativity and innovation  

CRP7  Employ valid and reliable research strategies  

CRP9  Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management 

CRP11 Use technology to enhance productivity  

CRP12 Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence  
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BIG IDEA 

There are many elements beyond the spoken word that convey meaning 

 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING 

Make up and costume, set design, sound, and lighting are contributors to meaning of 

the play 

 

ASSESSMENT 

Performance-based assessments  

 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

1. How do you develop characterization? 
2. What are the considerations for make-up design? 

3. What are the elements of set design? 
4. How can sound and lighting be used to convey meaning 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

Students will: 

1. Understand how to develop characters in a play 
2. Understand techniques of make up design and how those techniques contribute 

to the meaning of the play 

3. Understand the elements of set design 

4. Understand how sound and meaning contribute to the meaning of the play 
 

Vlll. Learning Activities 

• Analyze scripts 

• Apply the basic physical and chemical properties inherent in technical theater to 

safely implement theater design 
 

RESOURCES 

Textbook: Acting for Life by John Frakes 

 

MODIFICATIONS   

• Reading resources will be provided to accommodate different reading levels. 
• Students will be given options on types of products that will show mastery of a 

specific skill. 
• Learning modules will contain learning resources, including but not limited to 

OneNote, videos, primary sources, PowerPoint, Movie Maker, and so on. 
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THEATER CURRICULUM 

UNIT TWO:  PERFORMING (10 WEEKS) 

 

STANDARDS 

1.3.8.C.1 Create a method for defining and articulating character objectives, intentions, 

and subtext, and apply the method to the portrayal of characters in live performances or 

recorded venues 

1.3.8.C.2 Create and apply a process for developing believable, multidimensional 

characters in scripted and improvised performances by combining methods of 

relaxation, physical and vocal skills, acting techniques, and active listening skills 

8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools 

8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a 
real world problem or theory 

8.1.8.A.4 Graph and calculate data with a spread sheet and present a summary of 
the results 

8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in professional public 
databases to find information to solve real world problems 

8.1.8.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital tools to collect and analyze data to 
find a solution and make an informed decision 

9.1.8.A.1   Apply critical thinking and problem solving strategies during structured 
learning experiences 

9.1.8.C.4   Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in 
online communities and structured learning experiences 
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9.1.8.D.1  Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural 
context 

9.1.8.E.1   Create messages for different purposes and audiences with sensitivity to 
cultural, gender, and age diversity, using various digital media outlets 

9.1.8.F.2   Demonstrate a positive work ethic in various settings, including the 
classroom and during structured learning experiences 

NJSLS RL.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most 
strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 

NJSLS SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, 
in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, 
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

NJSLS SL.8.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and 
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives 
(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation. 

NJSLS SL.8.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-
chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear 
pronunciation. 

NJSLS SL.8.5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify 
information, strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest. 

NJSLS L.8.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression 

1.3.12.C.1 Portray distinct characters that reflect physical, vocal, and emotional choices 

in improvisational scenarios 

1.2.12.C.1 Develop the voice and body instruments by utilizing established physical and 

vocal techniques 

1.3.12.C.1 Demonstrate intentionality of the actor’s choices by creating and performing 

physically, vocally, and emotionally invested characters 

8.1.12.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools 

8.1.12.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a 

real world problem or theory 

8.1.12.A.4 Graph and calculate data with a spread sheet and present a summary of 

the results 

8.1.12.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in professional public 

databases to find information to solve real world problems 

8.1.12.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital tools to collect and analyze data to 

find a solution and make an informed decision 
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9.1.12.A.1   Apply critical thinking and problem solving strategies during structured 

learning experiences 

9.1.12.C.4   Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in 

online communities and structured learning experiences 

9.1.12.D.1  Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural 

context 

9.1.12.E.1   Create messages for different purposes and audiences with sensitivity to 

cultural, gender, and age diversity, using various digital media outlets 

9.1.12.F.2   Demonstrate a positive work ethic in various settings, including the 

classroom and during structured learning experiences 

NJSLS RNJSLS L.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant 

connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves 

matters uncertain. 

NJSLS RI.11-12.3. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain 
how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the 
course of the text. 

NJSLS RI.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in 
different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words 
in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

NJSLS W.11-12.NJSLS 9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 

analysis, reflection, and research 

NJSLS SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on 
grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

NJSLS SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or 

formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility 

and accuracy of each source.  

NJSLS SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence 
and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word 
choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 

NJSLS SL.11-12.4 Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, 

and logically. The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate 

to task, purpose, and audience 

NJSLS L.11-12.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words 

and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college 

and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 

knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 

expression. 
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CRP1  Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee  

CRP2  Apply appropriate academic and technical skills  

CRP4  Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason  

CRP5  Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions  

CRP6  Demonstrate creativity and innovation  

CRP7  Employ valid and reliable research strategies  

CRP9  Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management 

CRP11 Use technology to enhance productivity  

CRP12 Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence  

 

 

BIG IDEA 

Theatrical performing integrates physical, vocal, and emotional choices 

 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING 

There are specific techniques, namely Linklater, Rodenburg, Alexander, and Laban, that 

develop voice and body instruments 

 

ASSESSMENT 

Performance-based assessments  

 

Vl. Essential Questions 

1. How can you use the body, voice, and emotionality to portray characters 

differently? 

2. What techniques help develop voice and body instruments? 
3. How do you demonstrate intentionality in acting? 

 

OBJECTIVES 

Students will: 

• Understand how to use body, voice, and emotionality to portray different 

characters 

• Use physical and vocal techniques to develop voice and body instruments 

• Be able to demonstrate intentionality in acting 
 

LEARNING ACTIVIITES 

• Perform plays that include well-structured plots, clear thematic intent, and 

interesting characters, to a variety of theatrical genres 

• Evaluate performances by citing evidence of specific choice of physical 

expression, vocal technique, and motivated actions 
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RESOURCES 

Textbook: Acting for Life by John Frakes 

 

MODIFICATIONS   

• Reading resources will be provided to accommodate different reading levels. 
• Students will be given options on types of products that will show mastery of a 

specific skill. 
• Learning modules will contain learning resources, including but not limited to 

OneNote, videos, primary sources, PowerPoint, Movie Maker, and so on. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THEATER CURRICULUM 

UNIT THREE:  AESTHETIC RESPONSES AND CRITIQUE 

METHODOLOGIES (10 WEEKS) 

 

STANDARDS 

1.4.8.A.1 Generate observational and emotional responses to diverse culturally and 

historically specific works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art 37 historical contexts.  

1.4.8.A.2 Identify works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art that are used for 

utilitarian and non-utilitarian purposes.  

1.4.8.A.3 Distinguish among artistic styles, trends, and movements in dance, music, 

theatre, and visual art within diverse cultures and historical eras.  
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1.4.8.A.4 Compare and contrast changes in the accepted meanings of known artworks 

over time, given shifts in societal norms, beliefs, or values 

1.4.8.A.5 Interpret symbolism and metaphors embedded in works of dance, music, 

theatre, and visual art.  

1.4.8.A.6 Differentiate between “traditional” works of art and those that do not use 

conventional elements of style to express new ideas.  

1.4.8.A.7 Analyze the form, function, craftsmanship, and originality of representative 

works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a 
real world problem or theory 

8.1.8.A.4 Graph and calculate data with a spread sheet and present a summary of 
the results 

8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in professional public 
databases to find information to solve real world problems 

8.1.8.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital tools to collect and analyze data to 
find a solution and make an informed decision 

9.1.8.A.1   Apply critical thinking and problem solving strategies during structured 
learning experiences 

9.1.8.C.4   Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in 
online communities and structured learning experiences 

9.1.8.D.1  Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural 
context 

9.1.8.E.1   Create messages for different purposes and audiences with sensitivity to 
cultural, gender, and age diversity, using various digital media outlets 

9.1.8.F.2   Demonstrate a positive work ethic in various settings, including the 
classroom and during structured learning experiences 

NJSLS RL.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most 
strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 

NJSLS SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, 
in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, 
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

NJSLS SL.8.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and 
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives 
(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation. 

NJSLS SL.8.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-
chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear 
pronunciation. 

NJSLS SL.8.5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify 
information, strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest. 
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NJSLS L.8.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression 

1.4.12.A.1/2 Differentiate cultural implications and dance conventions of diverse 

theatrical works from different time periods to the present 

1.4.12.A.3 Evaluate the merits of a dance production within the context of its time period 

as criteria for an informed response regarding the successful communication of a 

director’s vision 

1.4.12.A.4 Characterize how multicultural perspectives generate multiple responses 

/meanings to art 

1.4.12.B.2 Ascertain the aesthetic of a dance production based on the technical 

production and performance value 

1.4.12.B.3 Examine the applications and influences of technology in dance works and 

their impact on performance 

8.1.12.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools 

8.1.12.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a 

real world problem or theory 

8.1.12.A.4 Graph and calculate data with a spread sheet and present a summary of 

the results 

8.1.12.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in professional public 

databases to find information to solve real world problems 

8.1.12.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital tools to collect and analyze data to 

find a solution and make an informed decision 

9.1.12.A.1   Apply critical thinking and problem solving strategies during structured 

learning experiences 

9.1.12.C.4   Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in 

online communities and structured learning experiences 

9.1.12.D.1  Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural 

context 

9.1.12.E.1   Create messages for different purposes and audiences with sensitivity to 

cultural, gender, and age diversity, using various digital media outlets 

9.1.12.F.2   Demonstrate a positive work ethic in various settings, including the 

classroom and during structured learning experiences 

NJSLS RI.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to 

support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 

the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 



River Dell Regional School District 

Theater Curriculum 

Approved October 22, 2019  14 

NJSLS RI.11-12.3. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain 
how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the 
course of the text. 

NJSLS RI.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in 
different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words 
in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

NJSLS W.11-12.1 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research 

NJSLS SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on 
grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

NJSLS SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or 

formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility 

and accuracy of each source.  

NJSLS SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence 
and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word 
choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 

NJSLS SL.11-12.4 Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, 

and logically. The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate 

to task, purpose, and audience 

NJSLS L.11-12.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words 

and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college 

and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 

knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 

expression. 

CRP1 Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee  

CRP2  Apply appropriate academic and technical skills  

CRP4  Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason  

CRP5  Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions  

CRP6  Demonstrate creativity and innovation  

CRP7  Employ valid and reliable research strategies  

CRP9  Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management 

CRP11 Use technology to enhance productivity  

CRP12 Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence  

 

 

BIG IDEA 

Aesthetic value is influenced by time and culture 

 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
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Aesthetic value is related to the quality of the technical production and the performance 

 

V. Assessment 

• Critiques on works based on rubric criteria 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

1. How does culture and time influence our views on what is aesthetically pleasing? 

2. What are the different technical and artistic merits of different cultures in different 

time periods? 

3. How do multicultural perspectives generate different responses to aesthetics? 

4. What are the methods to critique plays from different cultures and time periods? 

5. What are the methods to critique technical productions and performance values 

6. How has the use of technology impacted performance value? 
 

OBJECTIVES 

Students will be able to: 

• Understand in what ways culture and time influence aesthetics 

• Understand the contributions of cultures in different time periods to theater 

• Understand how responses to aesthetics are different based on culture 

• Understand the methods to critique plays 

• Understand the additive value of technology  to aesthetics 

 

LEARNING ACTIVITIES 

• Differentiate between unique (culture based) and fundamental elements of 

theater) 

• Speculate on artist’s intent 

• Develop informed personal responses to works of theater 

• Formulate criteria for arts evaluation 

RESOURCES 

Textbook: Acting for Life by John Frakes 

 

MODIFICATIONS   

• Reading resources will be provided to accommodate different reading levels. 
• Students will be given options on types of products that will show mastery of a 

specific skill. 
• Learning modules will contain learning resources, including but not limited to 

OneNote, videos, primary sources, PowerPoint, Movie Maker, and so on. 
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THEATER CURRICULUM 

UNIT FOUR:  HISTORY OF THE ARTS AND CULTURE (10 WEEKS) 

 

 
UNIT FOUR:  HISTORY OF THE ARTS AND CULTURE (10 WEEKS) 
 

STANDARDS 

1.2.8.A.2 Differentiate past and contemporary works of dance, music, theatre, and 

visual art that represent important ideas, issues, and events that are chronicled in the 

histories of diverse cultures. 

1.2.8.A.3 Analyze the social, historical, and political impact of artists on culture and the 

impact of culture on the arts. 

8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a 
real world problem or theory 

8.1.8.A.4 Graph and calculate data with a spread sheet and present a summary of 
the results 

8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in professional public 
databases to find information to solve real world problems 

8.1.8.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital tools to collect and analyze data to 
find a solution and make an informed decision 

9.1.8.A.1   Apply critical thinking and problem solving strategies during structured 
learning experiences 

9.1.8.C.4   Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in 
online communities and structured learning experiences 

9.1.8.D.1  Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural 
context 

9.1.8.E.1   Create messages for different purposes and audiences with sensitivity to 
cultural, gender, and age diversity, using various digital media outlets 

9.1.8.F.2   Demonstrate a positive work ethic in various settings, including the 
classroom and during structured learning experiences 

NJSLS RL.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most 
strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 
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NJSLS SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, 
in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, 
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

NJSLS SL.8.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and 
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives 
(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation. 

NJSLS SL.8.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-
chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear 
pronunciation. 

NJSLS SL.8.5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify 
information, strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest. 

NJSLS L.8.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression 

1.2.12.A.1 Determine how dance, music, theatre, and visual art have influenced world 

cultures throughout history.  

1.2.12.A.2 Justify the impact of innovations in the arts (e.g., the availability of music 

online) on societal norms and habits of mind in various historical eras. 

8.1.12.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools 

8.1.12.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a 

real world problem or theory 

8.1.12.A.4 Graph and calculate data with a spread sheet and present a summary of 

the results 

8.1.12.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in professional public 

databases to find information to solve real world problems 

8.1.12.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital tools to collect and analyze data to 

find a solution and make an informed decision 

9.1.12.A.1   Apply critical thinking and problem solving strategies during structured 

learning experiences 

9.1.12.C.4   Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in 

online communities and structured learning experiences 

9.1.12.D.1  Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural 

context 

9.1.12.E.1   Create messages for different purposes and audiences with sensitivity to 

cultural, gender, and age diversity, using various digital media outlets 
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9.1.12.F.2   Demonstrate a positive work ethic in various settings, including the 

classroom and during structured learning experiences 

NJSLS RI.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to 

support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 

the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

NJSLS RI.11-12.3. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain 
how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the 
course of the text. 

NJSLS RI.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in 
different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words 
in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

NJSLS W.11-12.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research 

NJSLS SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on 
grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

NJSLS SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or 

formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility 

and accuracy of each source.  

NJSLS SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence 
and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word 
choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 

NJSLS SL.11-12.4 Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, 

and logically. The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate 

to task, purpose, and audience 

NJSLS L.11-12.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words 

and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college 

and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 

knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 

expression. 

 

 
 

CRP1 Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee  

CRP2  Apply appropriate academic and technical skills  

CRP4  Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason  

CRP5  Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions  

CRP6  Demonstrate creativity and innovation  

CRP7  Employ valid and reliable research strategies  
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CRP9  Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management 

CRP11 Use technology to enhance productivity  

CRP12 Work productively in teams while usi 

 

BIG IDEA 

Art helps us reflect on the human condition and leads to the growth of civilization 

 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING 

There are examples throughout history where artistic expression has led to social 

change 

 

ASSESSMENT 

• Formative assessments 

• Summative paper and pencil assessments 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

1. What are the similarities and differences in ancient theatrical expression and 

today’s? 

2. How has artistic expression led to the growth of civilization? 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

Students will: 

• Recognize how ancient and modern theater are similar and different 

• Understand how artistic expression and contributed to the growth of societies 
 

LEARNING ACTIVITIES 

• Identify how theater has influenced world culture throughout history 

• Justify the impact of innovations in the arts 
 

RESOURCES 

Textbook: Acting for Life by John Frakes 

 

MODIFICATIONS   

• Reading resources will be provided to accommodate different reading levels. 
• Students will be given options on types of products that will show mastery of a 

specific skill. 
• Learning modules will contain learning resources, including but not limited to 

OneNote, videos, primary sources, PowerPoint, Movie Maker, and so on. 
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